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Newsletter June 2026.
 
Hello all.
 
I need to start this newsletter with a big thank you to all of the members and officers who have shown me such support and help with getting started in the role of chairman. Also a massive thankyou to all the people that helped out with the inspection at Rhayder it was a very long day for all of us but a good number of sheep were registered. I would also like to offer congratulations to Mr Paul Wozencroft on being made vice chairman of the National Sheep Association a terrific achievement recognising a lot of hard work and effort.
 
Following our committee meeting on 07/06/2026 it was decided that an extra ordinary AGM will be held on 9th August at Howey Village Hall. Official notice and articles of this are attached along with this newsletter. It is vitally important that members attend this meeting as it directly effects the running of your society and votes matter. 
 
At the AGM Sue was not re-elected and during the committee meeting it was decided that Sue should stop her role as acting secretary to give the committee and society officers time to draw up a job role. I will be taking on responsibility for questions, admin and queries until a secretary is appointed in due course.
 
You should all now have your 2025 flock books, please could everyone check their contact details in it and let me know if any of your details have changed. Thank you to Anne Groucott for composing these flock books the work required is vast inputting all that information. Thank you to Sue Williams for getting them all out to everyone too.  
 
National show, Chepstow Show was chosen as the location of the 2027 National Balwen Show. The show is held at Chepstow Racecourse and will be on 14/08/2027.
It appears that a typing error has been made in some of the advertising for the 2026 national show at Rhandirmwyn show. The advertising states that the young handler’s classes run to the age of 13. This is not the case and there are classes for young handlers up to the age of 17. The show committee have also been very proactive with adding classes for Balwen themed handicrafts amongst others.
The full schedule and entry form are now live on our website.
The society will have a stand at the show and we will need volunteers to crew it. If anyone can spare 30 minutes on the day it will be appreciated.
A lot of work has gone into this show and I would like to thank Huw Williams, Mr Price Jones and Mair Williams for all the work they and others have put into making this national show a success.
 
Awards Dinner, I am very pleased to announce that we will be this year holding our awards dinner on 17/10/2026 at the White Hart in Llandeilo. This will be slightly different to recent years as it will be an evening function starting at 6pm.
It will include a two course carvery style meal and I am pleased to be able to tell you that Matty the owner of the White Hart will be putting local Balwen lamb on the menu not only of our meal but also on the pubs specials board that week. This is a really important step for us as a breed. Matty is a fantastic advocate for welsh farming and local food it is important that we as a society now give back to such a good supporter. If we can get our quality lamb in front of chefs like this we can begin to build a market for the amazing quality meat that is Balwen lamb.
There will be space for children’s tables there will also be a DJ as provided by Matty for us. For those that wish to socialise in more peaceful surroundings there will also be a side room with comfortable chairs for you to enjoy each other’s company. I am really looking forwards to this evening and I hope that it will be supported very well.
There is accommodation available at the White Hart at a discounted rate but please ensure you tell the staff that you are attending the Balwen awards dinner. More information on this will be available in July.
 
Membership renewals, I need to remind our members that our membership renewal is due on the 1st January each year we know that Christmas is often an expensive time so we allow for renewals to take place until the 31st March. We are only a small society and it is important for the running of the society that memberships are paid on time. For members that are attending the Royal Welsh Show you must be a fully signed up member by the 1st April to be eligible to attend the show, this rule will be strictly enforced in 2027 due to the competition now of getting pens it has been agreed at committee that it is not fair for late payers to be left on the list. If you have any questions on your membership please contact Mair or myself to assist you with how to renew.
 
Inspections, below is a list of the remaining inspections and who to contact to book your sheep in. it was agreed at the AGM in 2026 that ram lambs can now be inspected at the June inspection in the year following birth. It was the rule that they always had to be inspected by the 31st December in their year of birth.
I must remind you all NOT to present sheep with ORF or C.O.D.D these are infectious disease and it is not fair on your inspectors or other breeders to do so. Also please do not bring sheep to any inspection with dirty feet. All inspectors have the option to refuse to inspect sheep if any of the above are an issue. Any animal presented at inspection without an EID tag installed will also be refused.
For our newer members please ensure you have ALL your information with you we need dam and sire information for all animals to be registered at the point of registration. These are the Balwen numbers from the white ear tags not the UK numbers. Without this information we cannot register any animals. There is a blank form available laid out to best suit the people on inspection day to complete the paper work as easily and efficiently as possible. This is the best way to prevent mistakes and problems. We request a copy of this form be left with the society. Please email me to request a copy of this.  
You also need your tags these are rototags available from Daltons Tags. You need have them printed on the female side only, to include your UK number and animal number along with your flock prefix.
It helps immensely when booking in for inspections if you could give us a number of lambs you intend to bring and book in at least two days before inspections.
The remaining inspections for 2026 are as follows;
	Date
	Venue
	Booking in details

	30/07/2026
	Bryncir
	Margeret 07967242569

	03/08/2026
	Raglan
	Chris 07792232758

	05/08/2026
	Llanybydder
	Mair 01558 650 309

	11/09/2026
	Melton Mowbray
	Adam 07989416335

	07/11/2026
	Rhayader
	Adam 07989416335


 
For other inspections outside of Wales please contact our Field Officer Chris Lewis 07792232758 for more information.
 
Royal Welsh Show, The exhibitors list for the Royal Welsh has been approved so hopefully our members on the waiting list including myself will hear soon as to the availability of extra pen space.
We will again be running young handler’s classes at Royal Welsh on Monday these take place after the sheep judging has finished for the day. This year’s judge is Aeron Pugh.  Margaret will again take bookings on the day. These classes are very special and very well supported by our society members. A great way for the future of our breed to get their start into showing sheep at Royal Welsh.
Our society gathering in the sheep ring will again take place on Monday night following the young handler’s classes. We will again provide catering from Cegin Gwennog but our society president Goronwy Jones, has asked that people please bring a few small bits such as crisps or small sweet nibbles to share to help bolster the food offering.
Don’t forget to bring your drinks.
I hope to meet many of our membership there, I am terrible with names though so please do remind me. My students when I am teaching will often put their names on masking tape on their shirt so I do not forget as they get fed up with me asking or calling them a classmate’s name. These social events are important to our small society I urge all members to come along. It’s a great way for new members to meet more breeders and become more involved with the society.
If you are able to support the society by providing a small raffle prize it would be appreciated.
Don’t forget about the Official Society show and sale taking place at Monmouthshire Livestock Centre 19th September. Judge Mr Ken Jones, Helidon flock. Junior Judges Master Will Rees and Miss Cadi-Haf Rees, Erw-Wastad flock.
Melton Mowbray Traditional and Native show and sale where we have a Balwen section 11th and 12th September. A sale run under the same rules as the official sale.
Bryncir Rare Breed Sale contains a Balwen Section 3rd October.
 
I hope to catch up with you all soon, Adam Lynch Chairman.
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