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Newsletter October 2026

It is hard to believe that we are nearly at the end of October and the Awards dinner is behind us. Our tups are out following on from the Balwen teaser who it seems has done a great job of the Cheviots and the commercial ewes too. I hope those Winter Fair lambs are looking exceptional as it would be great for the breed to round off the year with success. Best of luck to all of you competing at the winter fairs and in this tupping season.
As a reminder I will be taking on responsibility for questions, admin and queries until a secretary is appointed in due course. 
Awards Dinner, What can I say other that WOW what a dinner we had?! With 104 tickets sold mostly thanks to Jasmine Paewai Jones for organising you all into buying tickets. From the feed back I have had from quite a few people the night was very well enjoyed. Thank you to each and every one of you that gave up a Saturday night to come and celebrate with us.  Thank you to Matty Thomas and his team at the White Hart who have done a fair bit on socials to promote the dinner and the breed. The dinner was a pleasure to organise as Matty handled it all once I gave him the numbers the rest was done for us. Thank you to Zahvia Paewai Jones and all the family at Maesteilo for supplying Matty with the lambs for the meal it was a real treat to serve our own breed lamb at our awards dinner. A big thankyou to Goronwy Jones who stepped so very well into the role of auctioneer, no easy feat as I know only to well. I think all will agree the auction went off very, very well. 
I owe a special thank you to Helen Arnold for an amazing after dinner speech. It was good to hear Helen’s story and the reasons for starting Farming Pulse. Organiseations like this are so important to people in rural communities it is all too easy to for all of us to feel alone with our day to day health struggles on top of the burden of farming and working away from the farm. To find out more about Farming Pulse please visit www.facebook.com/farmingpulse or email support@farmingpulse.org.  
We will need to undertake a table plan next year as the table space was tight and it meant pulling a couple of extra tables in last minute.  
The awards are as follows,
Albert Williams Challenge Cup for Royal Welsh Winter Fair 2025 Mr Paul Hancox AURIC Flock
Maesteilo Challenge Cup for Aged Ram Royal Welsh Show 2026 Teulu Howells SHADOG Flock 
Enock Challenge Cup for Yearling Ram Royal Welsh Show 2026 Zahvia Paewai Jones ZAV Flock 
Hebog Challenge Cup for Royal Ram Lamb Royal Welsh Show 2026 Adam Lynch and Katie Mander HOLTHALL flock 
Swffryd Challenge Cup for Aged Ewe Royal Welsh Show 2026 Goronwy Jones GOROF Flock
Llwni Challenge Cup for Yearling Ewe Royal Welsh Show 2026 Alun and Lowri Davies RHYDDWEN Flock
C.O. Price Challenge Cup for Ewe Lamb Royal Welsh Show 2026 Jac Thomas TY-TWYN Flock
Brianne Challenge Tankard Best Group of Three Royal Welsh Show 2026 Alun and Lowri Davies RHYDDWEN Flock
Glynglas Challenge Cup Opposite Sex Breed Champion Royal Welsh Show 2026 Alun and Lowri Davies RHYDDWEN Flock
Dolyfardin Challenge Cup Overall Breed Champion Royal Welsh Show 2026 Zahvia Paewai Jones ZAV Flock 
Rhys Jones and Family Award for Reserve Champion National Show 2026 Carys Morgan ENOCK Flock    
Rhys Jones and Family Challenge Cup for Supreme Champion National Show 2026 Zahvia Paewai Jones ZAV Flock 
Gethin Morgan Challenge Cup for official Show and Sale Champion 2026 Alun and Lowri Davies RHYDDWEN Flock
Brickiln English Points Trophy 1st 48 points Adam Lynch and Katie Mander HOLTHALL Flock 
2nd 42 points Emma Darby QUANTOCK FLOCK
Pencefn Challenge Cup Highest points at shows 2026 132 points Mr Steve Newman EBBW Flock
Tyderi Challenge Cup Second Highest points at shows 2026 101points Zahvia Paewai Jones ZAV Flock 
3rd Helen Arnold PENARTHBROOK Flock
4th Alun and Lowri Davies RHYDDWEN Flock
Alun and Mair Williams Shield for the highest point show animal at shows 2026 1st 36 points Rhory Whitney LLANFOIST Flock
2nd 33 point Dylan Jones HYDDOD Flock
3rd = 22 points Zahvia Paewai Jones ZAV Flock, Adam Lynch and Katie Mander HOLTHALL Flock 
5th 12 points Alun and Lowri Davies RHYDDWEN Flock
Vic Bowman Young Handlers Award Betsan Jones COTHI Flock
We then had two new awards for 2026,
Cadwrn Challenge Cup for highest points at Royal Welsh Show, National Show and Show and Sale 2026 Zahvia Paewai Jones ZAV Flock
2nd Alun and Lowri Davies RHYDDWEN Flock
3rd Goronwy Jones GOROF Flock
Shadog Flock Video Competition Award Cari Haf Harries FFINANT Flock
2nd Zahvia Paewai Jones ZAV Flock
3rd Teulu Howells SHADOG Flock 
4th Edward Jeynes EIN PRAIDD Flock

Congratulations to all this years award winners and all those that tried so hard through out the year. This is our breed showcase so we must all keep trying our best to be up there with these awards as greater competition means greater showcase for the breed. 

Secretary Role, At our last committee meeting we put the final touches to the job role for Secretary of the society. If you would like to apply for secretary or would like an informal chat about this post then please contact Adam cows@hotmail.co.uk for a copy of the job role. The closing date for applications is 5th December 2026.  

Membership renewals, I need to remind our members that our membership renewal is due on the 1st January each year we know that Christmas is often an expensive time so we allow for renewals to take place until the 31st March. We are only a small society and it is important for the running of the society that memberships are paid on time. For members that are attending the Royal Welsh Show you must be a fully signed up member by the 1st April to be eligible to attend the show, this rule will be strictly enforced in 2027 due to the competition now of getting pens it has been agreed at committee that it is not fair for late payers to be left on the list. This rule is a Royal Welsh Show rule and the RWAS Society also require us to enforce this. If you have any questions on your membership please contact Rhian, Mair or myself to assist you with how to renew.

Inspections, below is a list of the remaining inspections and who to contact to book your sheep in with. It was agreed at the AGM in 2026 that ram lambs can now be inspected at the June inspection in the year following birth. Previously it was the rule that they always had to be inspected by the 31st December in their year of birth.
I must remind you all NOT to present sheep with ORF or C.O.D.D these are infectious disease and it is not fair on your inspectors or other breeders to do so. Also please do not bring sheep to any inspection with dirty feet. All inspectors have the option to refuse to inspect sheep if any of the above are an issue. Any animal presented at inspection without an EID tag installed will also be refused.
For our newer members please ensure you have ALL your information with you we need dam and sire information for all animals to be registered at the point of registration. These are the Balwen numbers from the white ear tags not the UK numbers. Without this information we cannot register any animals. There is a blank form available laid out to best suit the people on inspection day to complete the paper work as easily and efficiently as possible. This is the best way to prevent mistakes and problems. We request a copy of this form be left with the society. Please email me to request a copy of this.   
You also need your tags these are rototags available from Daltons Tags. You need have them printed on the female side only, to include your UK number and animal number along with your flock prefix.
It helps immensely when booking in for inspections if you could give us the number of lambs you intend to bring and book in at least two days before inspections.
I am happy to talk through any questions about registrations that members may have especially our newer members I know it can be daunting to go to your first registration. 
The remaining inspections for 2026 are as follows;
	Date
	Venue
	Booking in details

	07/11/2026
	Rhayader
	Adam 07989416335



For other inspections outside of Wales please contact our Field Officer Chris Lewis 07792232758 for more information.
Society Merchandise, We have limited stock of society merchandise including Trailer Stickers, Pens, Ties and hats. If you wish to buy anything then please contact Adam cows@hotmail.co.uk.
Thank you to everyone that has supported me in my role of chairman so far. I hope all our members have a good tupping and scanning. I hope to catch up with you all in the coming months.
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